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standing of the United States in the Arab worid.4 Further, in a
strongly worded declaration on 18 January 1957, the Soviet Union
(along with China) pledged support to all the countries of the
Middle East against "aggression or interference" by the Western
Powers. It was Moscow's answer to the Eisenhower Doctrine. In
a few weeks time, however, the Soviet Union climbed down from
the militant posture and reassured the West that it did not "wish
to possess military bases or any kind of concessions in countries
of the Near and Middle East . . . nor does it seek to obtain any
kind of privileges in that area". Its primary concern was to pro-
mote peace in the region "situated in direct proximity to its
borders". These observations, contained in a Soviet Note handed
over to the United States, Britain and France on 11 February
1957, were also accompanied by Draft Proposals5 which stipu-
lated that the Four Powers jointly guarantee (a) peaceful settle-
ment of disputes in the regjon; (b) non-interference in its inter-
nal affairs; (c) abolition of military alignments; (d) withdrawal
of foreign forces; (e) ban on supply of arms to Middle Eastern
countries; and (f) economic assistance without strings. The So-
viet Union, in other words, wanted the Western Powers to re-
cognize her interests in the Middle East as well since they no
longer enjoyed the monopoly in that region after the Suez crisis.
The Soviet proposals were, however, rejected by the United
States which felt that in view of Russia's past record of infiltra-
tion and its record of broken treaty promises, it would be ex-
tremely risky for her to pledge to a mutual "hands off' policy.
The close proximity of the Soviet Union would have then placed
the countries of the Middle East at her mercy. The United States
made it clear that she was not interested in dominating the coun-
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